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» CHURCHES
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past few years:

8 Temple Baptist, a Redford Town-
ship church that wanted to build a
$25 million complex on property it
owned along Ridge Road, in Ply-
mouth Township. The planning com-
mission rejected the project in 1994
because it didn't fit into the town-

ship’s master plan. The church sued, -

and is now building a smaller, 2,500-
seat church. - )

Charles Washburn was among
the Ridge Road residents who fought

_ the Temple Baptist project. “We were

accused of being anti-church,”
Washburn said. “We’re just anti-
huge church.

- pressure, the plan-
ning commission
overturned an ear-

Professor

- ROBERT MARANS

include an upscale shopping center
on part of the church’s 139 acres.

The Rev. Brad Powell, pastor of
Temple Baptist, compares the move
from neighborhood chapels to mega-
churches to the transformation of
the corner market to Meijex.

The size of his church allows it to
have ministries targeted for groups
as specific as the deaf, the handi-
capped, gnef recovery and anorex-

“We beheve the mega-church is
more able to minister to the unique

groups of our day,” Powell said: “We"

have resources of talent and money
that small churches can't.”

People may want to attend a
mega-church with banquet facilities
and a school, but they no longer
want to live next to it, said Robert
Marans, professor and chairman of

“They could build a church of rea-  the urban and regional planning
sonable size and nobody would care,” department of the University of
Washburn said. ‘But this s 56 acres  Michigan. - )

- of prime develop- “Increasingly,
mgi mer;yémd “Increasingly, churches gdemmhttin ge§ hz:’e be_ﬁ

y o ey § , into soci
Counsel Catholic hav.e been gemng into services and after-

.Church in Ply. Socialservices and school activities for
mlg;:rt;h' th;fh after-school activities yoydth.” C}?Iar;ns
planned to build a ; i said. “Churches
F ool and commu. Jor youth. Churches generate a lot of
nity center at the generate alotof traffic.  traffic. And when
site of its existing And when there’s noth-  there’s not:;nv
church until neigh- ; going on, you have
bors sued. In 193}11, mg.gomg on, ymf ha,‘,’e a bxg sea of park-
under community % big sea of parking. ing.”

“Boomers are
more protective of
their way of life,”

lier . decision to .
‘approve the construction, and the
expansion plan died.
8 Ward Presbyterian, of Livonia,
planned a huge cofnplex at Hagger-
“ty and Six Mile Road. Five weddings
could be held at the same time in the
-sprawling complex The 3,500-car
" parking lot was twice the size of a
Meijer lot. Neighbors sued in the late
1980s; and stop'ped construction. -
“It’s not like we're putting up a
neighborhood church on the corer,”

said Barry McKenna, church admin-

istrator at Ward Presbyterian. “At
peak hours, there will be an impact
on the highways. The question is,

what would you have us do there .

“that would have less of an impact?”
Residents had fewer complaints

. when the project was revised to

said Gini Britton, a

Northville Town-
ship tristee involved in'the Ward
project. “People look at these mega-
churches as big business. They come
in and swallow up prime land, and
they generate more congestion than
a Meijer’s. People worry about the
negative impact on their property
values.”
.. Marans points to Irvine, Calif.,
as one possible solution. There, city
planners developed a stretch of land
specifically for churches, creating a
kind of multidenominational strip
mall. .
“The Norman Rockwell portrait
(of a neighborhood church) might
have been fine in a small New Eng-
land town,” Marans said. “But it
doesn’t work in suburbia.”
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head ofa m of election observers.

dress knocked askew,as he made. -
his way through the crowd at a
packed polling station in Gaza Gity. -
_ . “This is the ﬁrstleglslahve elec-
tion for Palestinians, and this is a
foundation for a Palestinian state,”
Arafat said as he voted at theAnas
Ibn Malik high school. .

. Leaders of.the militant Islamic .

- group Hamas, which boycotted the-
elections, had said they would claim -

cent.. Under Arafat’s leadership,
most Palestinian towns and cities .
in the West Bank apd Gaza gained
autonomy over the past two years,
ending more than a quarter-centu-
ry of Israeli eccupation.. .
Red, white, black and green
Palestinian ﬂags fluttered in cen-
tral squares in the West Bank and.
' Gdza. Theré was a hohdaymood at
“polling placés, where each voter
dropped twio ballots'== red for preé—
- ident-and white for the counc.xl —_
into cardboartlboxes
“The era of Israel is gone _the- -
“era of occupation is gone,” exulted -
Hanineh Kehwani, a 60-year-old

Arafat had his kaﬂ'iyeh head- -

victory if turnout was below 50 per- ..

ments th.h Terael.

Several, thousano Israelxs'

opposed to the Israel-PLO peace
process held a prayer vigil and ral-
"y Saturdameerusalem. e
...In Hebron, the only West Bank
uty where Israeli troops remain, a
Jewish settler was stabbed..Israel

- responded by clomg down central -

Hebron, forcing voters to get escorts
from ...among
observers

. Despite ihoooycott by Hamas :
and other Palestinian opposition

-~ grotips, many of their followers were
seen lined up at polling stations. At
several polling places in Gaza,

Hamas supporters handed out lists

of pro-Hamas candidates. , . ..
IntheWestBanktownofJemn,

po]]mg stations wére desérted Sat-

urday- morning. as-thousands
attended the funerals of three
:Hamas members who were shot

.and killed by Isrzeli soldiers Friday .

night after they fired on an army

-roadblock. But t election officials said
votmg p:cked up 1ater i the day.

e There’ Were. numerous sccusa-

c txons. of, irregularities’™— béth

agamsﬁthePaleshmans and the -

Israelis —throughout the day. Vot-
m‘Jerusalem,

ers,

rumors spread that Israeli police

mternatmnal )

‘especially
-plained of confusion.about whers:
“they were supposed to vote; and -

ELEC'HO@K For a p'esxdera,
‘and an 83-member Paesm
““tan Councll that wiil serve agw
;- legielaturer Council's powefs,, “
and sessions findecided; it ;. -
yill-provide at Jeast 80 per
et of president’s Cabingt,: .

inck.dmg 28 syomen, ran,
Carndidates’ bn;oad with::

Jerome Delay / Associased Press

Palestinian pohcemen in Gaza Cxty try to hold back a crush of voters at a polling station Saturday.

e "J‘L 5
Jerusalem because o'f what the
Palestinisn eléction:commission

'Yasser Arafat ‘casts his'ballot for the legis atxve
councll that hé will lead as a result of Saturday’s vote. o

‘People are afraxd, 3

Mosef o 35-yéar-old shiopkeep&din %

called a “massive disturbance of the t Jerusalem. “They are afraid
blind woman casting her vote in .. Were confiscating the identification b eas y
. Abu . Dis, . a village. -outside- .cards of Palestinian voters, +-welectoral. processt by thousands of - the. police will take their ID ards.
Jerusalem. “We are startmg anew. ' ‘Palestinian monitors accused Israeli {::lzce wﬂ}llo surrou;nded People see all the pouce and “O?t
era of democracy.”.* ="+ . Arafat’s secirity forces of harass- polling places in the city: - T gom” i
The final borders ‘and status of . ment and said some election offi- I Afiel' t(})]art;r C:hmplaﬁneg to At a checkpomt betwe?n
the Palestinian entity—as well as ,‘01818 interfered in the voting. sracli authorities, the police force ° jou Ciiert and the West Bank town
such explosive issues as the future . “Candidates campaigned msxde was reduced and police stopped of Bethlehém, Israeli tax mspecmr
of Jerusalem and the rights of pollmg stations; people called on videotaping voters. Carter also stopped cars taking Jerusalem vit:
Palestinian refugees — are sup- . loudspeakers to vote for certain can-- helped secure the release of four PP West B ankg Nin
posed to be decided in talks w1th - didates, and in'some stations elec- . Palestinian election observers Who ersdwh :kSt 4 dnv:ros '3 g Stah();l;
- Israel starting in May: . ¢ tion officials filled cut ballot slips had been arrested. . g ¢ dix e ogu:lenf ;
Clarence Tebb Jr. / The Detroit News Israeli Prime Mxmster Shimon for voters,” said Hazem Qutteneh,  Jerusalem Police ChxefAneh me drivers were given fines. {1
Carol Levitte, 49, Ofl’lymouﬂl stands in front of Gur Lady of Peres said the high turnout showed & spokesman for the Palestinian Amit said his officérs were tryingto  Policé said the inspectors had
Good Counsel church, whose expansion she opposed because of that the vast majority of Palestini- Domestic Monitoring Committee.  prevent vmlence, not dxsrupt the ‘taken up their posts without pér-
the parking and traffic problems created by some churches. . ans supported the peace agree- - Voting hours were extended in  voting. . .. ‘mission and- were ordered to Ieax)e
. . . - . N . - ~ . ; z
BO STON bills to Federal Express Inc., Umt— pleted o t.he aﬁomeys on that one” housmg oounsehng sefvice in: Wilm- :
J . S ed Parcel Service Inc. (UPS)and the When Jordan was rio repmd, he _m Before coming to Metro Detroxt oogtem., oo - _ence hel
Continued from Page IA Palace of Auburn Hills Inc. totaling  sued in February 1992. Nearly a “nearly eight years ago, Boston - Bostohla er moved to' ]e&o antf ican ;
SN ) $12,780 until, in some cases, lawyers  year later'the parties agreed that = worked in Toledo as a financisl advis- “bécameéa f )
T for the creditors took steps to seize Boston and his partner would repay er for IDS Financial Services Inc., * Finaficial
individuals, families and corpora- the funds from Boston’s accounts.  Jordari $15,000 without interest. The now American Express Fmancxal he left ) .
tions time to get their financial house In 4 filing seeking $987, lawyers agreement called for a- lump-sum' -Advisors. - -t Detroit esght years ago tobegm }ns v
in order, and I'm no different.” - - for UPS said Polaris Communica- payment of $3,750 followed byf Documents attheMidngan Com- - televmon show and other media pro- ; ourt documents ﬁled in Oaﬁ

- Boston, on a national tour pro-
motieg his book, conceded he does

to readers of his new book. He also
salda]lhlsdebtswillbepmdbythe
end of this year.

“Doosltdxmxmshmyctedﬂyﬂaty".'

I don't think s0,” Boston said. .
Income taxes, bills unpaid

. .Documents obtained from the
Internal Revenue Service, the Michi-
gan Departient of Commerce, Oak-
land County and Wayne County
courts show:-
® Boston, co-owner of Corporate
Detroit magazine, did not pay fed-

: éral income taxes from 1983 t0 1993,

resulting in five tax liens spanning
-11 years. Total taxes; penaltxes and
mterest owed:$77,933.

* : Inthe chapter titled “Smaxt'l‘ax

" “Moves,” Boston urges readers to

-“stop ignoring the problem” with the

" IRS and implores them to “never

ignore & notice from the IRS.”

" Among his list of “common mis-
takes taxpayers make by ignoring
the IRS”: Failing to file or pay taxes

. forseveral years.

- *Boston, who saxd he received a

. $120,000 advance to write his book,

said -he pays the IRS $250 each
month“to let them know we're OK”
Sofar,thelmhihtyhasbeenreduoed

“g couple.thousand,” he said, and .

should be satisfied this year,
% One of Boston’s companies, Polaris
Communications Inc., did not pay

tions “was established and manipu-

lated by Kelvin Boston for the sole .
-purpose of evadmg msponsibmhes
creditors.

to

“The thmg Pm most proud of is
that they’ve all been paid off,” he
said. “I'm proud that I've never
declared bankruptcy”

‘Boston, in the chapter titled

,“Entrepreneurshap The Ultimate
_Smiart Money Move,” tells readers
that “Lack of capital remains the

number one cause of most small
business failure.” " -

mOn three occasions, Boston 3. ]and-
lord — 1300 East Lafayette Cooper-

ative — wor judgments against him’
fot failing to pay his rent. In'a fourth -

case relating to office space leased

there, the building manager began
proceedings against Polaris Com-

munications for unpald lease pay- :
B - nies efther owned or co-owned by
-Boston. == including Corporate

ments.

The eviction was, averted when -
asked

an aide to Boston

‘successfully
Weyne County’s 36th District Court -

to stop the ouster for failure to pay
$678.50. Three weéks later, Polaris
moved its offices from 1300 East
Lafayette. Al four debts eventually

-‘'were paid.

uIn the early 19905 Boston and a
business partner opérating as
Polaris Inc. borrowed $25,000 from
William Jordan of Bloomfield Hills
for a downtown hotel development
that never materialized, Court
papers say Jordan was to.be repaid
in full if the project was not com-

monthly installments of $937.50.-"

As of February 1995, courtﬁlmgs
show, Jordan had received $1,500,
prompting his lawyers to renew their
original suit against Boston. Jordan
could not be reached and his lawyer
did not return phone calls. Boston

““The thing I’m most proud
of is that they’ve all been ~ -
paid off. I’'m proud that I’ve
never declared bankruptcy.”

“Kewvin E. BosToN °
author .

saxd the debt wﬂl be settled thxs
F The indorporation of two oompa-
Detroit Inc., publisher of Corporate

Detroit e — was rescinded
in 1994 by the state Commerce

* Department because checks written

to pay the filing fees were xrzhxmed

.forinsufficient funds:

Three weeks after the Commeroe
Department declared Corporate
Detroit Inc:inactive, the company
made a second attempt and was suc-
cessfully incorporated.

“I don’t believe that parhcular
check was my check,” Boston said,
referring to the returned Corporate
Detroit incorporation check. “It was

. merce  Department say clients of |
. Américan Express made aclaim -

against Boston and the firm with the
National Association of Securities -
Dealers allegmg “mxsrepresenfahon,
suitability, omission of facts and
breach of fiduciary duty” for mvest-

ment in limited partnerships.

. The clients, Charles D. and Tama-
ra L. Colvin, “alleged that the part- :
nership investments, totaling .

'$235,000, were unsmtable, the

information says. “American

. Financial Advisors bought back the -

Colvins’ partnerships for $225,000

.. inTight of the costs of litigation.”

Boston said he h&d no knowledge *
of the claim or the settlement.

A Minneapolis-based spokes-
woman for American Express, Lynn
Closway said:

“It certainly does say there was
some untoward activity going cn. We -
don’t pay back clients unless we -
think they deserved it.>. )

Boston now is a director of the :
Calvert New Africa Mutual Fund, :
established last April by the Mary-
land-based Calvert Group and Sloan -
Financial Services of Durham, N.C.
The $8.3 million fund invests in com-
panies based or operating in Afvica. -

From Delaware to Detroit

A native of Wilmington, Del.,
Boston, 41, earned a bachelor’s
degree in Enghsh literature from
Lincoln University in Oxford, Pa.
After college, he helped found a

. LYNN CLOSWA\’ '

Jjects. . - :
A dappex' man who favots bow'
" ties and brzght colors, Boston is
- described by creditors and business
 associates as soméone who makes a
| great first impression.

Former assocxabes at Corporate

g certamly does say there

_was some untoward actzvzty
‘going on.: We don’t pay -

back clie ‘.unless we think
they deserved i A

Amencan Eq:mss

IJI TR _

say
- would-be entrepreneurs to spend' :

scarce dollars on clothes and enter-
‘tainment to impress others and build
."business connections. His mantra:
- Money is the least important ingre-
dient to becoming successful,
A self-described “media entre- -
- preneur,” Boston blames his trou-
; bled finances an start-up costs asso-
ciated with the television show. Yet
- in his book; Boston tells readers that -
_ his investment in Corporate Detroit- -
— $24,800 aeoordmg to court papers
— would be worth “more than $1
. million ... if T decided to sell my inter-

_estfoda

“This additional wealth was gen-

. erated in less time than it took me

Circuit Court in N vember
“December detail the split betwesn
‘Boston and his partner at Corporaﬁe
‘Detroit; De. Margaret Betts, a me,m-
ber of the Detroit School Boartf

Michxgan National Bank | securédhy
Betts’ Détroit home. Court’ docq
‘ments sayBostnnputnear]y $25 Q00
into the business magazine’s op
‘tions; while, Betts contnbuted”im
excess.of $300,000.”. L e

In \Iovember Betts changeddﬁ
locks to.Corporate Detroit offices’

New. Center Oné, documents-show.
She charged that Boston falsifidl
. invoices for payment, claimedCo}-
porate Detroit assets for his segi
..rate.company, Boston Media- lnci)
‘and‘improperly sigfied her namé
_checks, including a $1,000° cﬁe(}(
"made out to Boston. o

~In anmtervxew, Bosbon ackno -
edged signing Betts’ name to-t]
check. In court filings, Bos
“ charged Betts with being
~unfair” by changing the locks %
-more than one occasion.” He s
Betts moved to her home “cert
(Corporate Detroit) financial infof-
mation including ... computers, bog
and records.”

“Betts! declmmg to discuss the
-pute, ‘said Corporate : Dety
“finances are more. stable’
they" ve ever been. That's n'o ;
issue.”
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